Hoani Parata, Priest 

October 21

At his premature death at the age of 47 Canon Hoani Parata was described as "the type of which great Bishops are made" and likened to "a cut gem with many brilliant facets". 

The son of John and Sarah, and the grandson of Taame Parata MP,  Hoani was born at Puketeraki in 1881. After education at Te Aute College and Selwyn College, Dunedin, he was deaconed in 1907.  In 1908 he became the first Maori in Priest Orders within this diocese. 

Hoani served St Paul`s Cathedral as Curate (1907-11) and later Canon (1927-28) and was Vicar of Riverton, (1914-17, 1918-22) Vicar of Gore (1922-27) and Vicar of Queenstown.(1927-28) 

From 1911 -14 he exercised ministries in Italy,  Spain and London, and from 1917-1919 Hoani was Chaplain to the 1st Expeditionary Force in France and Egypt.

A fluent speaker of Te Reo Maori, Hoani was also well versed in tikanga Maori.  He was the author of The Maori of New Zealand, Past Present and Future and recognised for his skills as an orator. He related well and effectively to others and was recognised for his ability to cross divisions of race, culture and denomination.

An obituary, having praised Hoani`s scholarship and oratory notes that he applied these to "the furtherance of God`s Kingdom". It goes on to note his 'remarkable humility, self-sacrifice, charity and  wisdom"  and comments that people forgot their differences and disputes within his sphere of influence.  

Hoani`s personal integrity,  sense of humour, and compassion for humanity made him a positive influence for good and encouraged strong faith communities and Parishes.  His election as the first Maori on General Synod and his service on Diocesan committees was a measure of the regard with which he was held within the Church yet he was unsuccessful in applications for appointments to town or city Parishes. Family felt that this was due to him being Maori. 

Hoani was also involved with community groups such as the Masonic Lodge (Grand Chaplain 1926-27), the Returned Services Association and in his younger days played sports such as Cricket.

In 1913 Hoani married Margaret Cowie. They were to have 6 children.  Margaret was Diocesan President of the Mother`s Union (1941-1950) and Dominion President (1949-1953). She was the first patron of the Dunedin branch of the Maori Women`s Welfare league and awarded life membership of the AAW (Dunedin Diocese), National Council of Women, National Council of Churches and the local Corso Committee. 

Canon Parata, died in Queenstown in 1928.  His life, example and ministry is remembered in the Parata Home for the Elderly in Gore.

For Liturgical Use
Hoani Parata (Pat), was born at Puketeraki in 1881. After his ordination in 1907 he served this Diocese as curate and later, Canon of St Paul`s Cathedral and vicar of Riverton, Gore and Queenstown. He exercised ministries in Spain, Italy and London and served as a Chaplain to NZ Forces in during World War 1. 

A fluent speaker of Maori and well versed in tikanga Maori Hoani was also able exercise effective and respected leadership within Pakeha Parishes and communities. He was the first Maori Clergy person elected to General Synod. He was recognised for his learning,  his oratory, his humility and  generous spirit.

At the time of his death in 1928 at the age of 47, he was described "as the type of which great Bishops are made" and a cut gem with many facets" 

Hoani is buried at Puketeraki and remembered in the Parata Home for the Elderly in Gore.

Sentence for the day:

“Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honour, especially those who labour in preaching and teaching.”


1 Timothy 5:17

or

 “From the rising of the sun to its setting my name is great among the nations, and in every place incense is offered to my name, and a pure offering.”

Malachi 1:11
Collect:

God of all ages and languages,

you called your servant Hoani Parata

faithfully to minister to your people 

from Puketeraki to far-off lands;

help us to be responsive to your will,

to reflect your dignity and mana,

and in reverence serve those you have given to our care;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

or

Gracious God,

you blessed your Church in Te Wai Pounamu and beyond

through Hoani’s wisdom, eloquence and care.

Make us able to serve where you call us to be,

and to love your people there.

Through Christ our Lord and Brother.  Amen.
Readings:  (NRSV)
Old Testament:




Isaiah 24:14-16

They lift up their voices, they sing for joy; they shout from the west over the majesty of the LORD. Therefore in the east give glory to the LORD; in the coastlands of the sea glorify the name of the LORD, the God of Israel.  From the ends of the earth we hear songs of praise, of glory to the Righteous One.

or




Jeremiah 1:4-9

Now the word of the LORD came to me saying, "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations." Then I said, "Ah, Lord GOD! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy." But the LORD said to me, "Do not say, 'I am only a boy'; for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and you shall speak whatever I command you,  Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, says the LORD."  Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the LORD said to me, "Now I have put my words in your mouth.”

Psalm:

119:89-96




136:1-9, 25-26

[Maori refrain: “he mau tonu hoki tana mahi tohu.”]

Epistle:




Ephesians 3:7-13 

Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God's grace that was given me by the working of his power.  Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ,  and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord,  in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.  I pray therefore that you may not lose heart over my sufferings for you; they are your glory. 

or




Philippians 4:8-13 

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.  Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.  I rejoice in the Lord greatly that now at last you have revived your concern for me; indeed, you were concerned for me, but had no opportunity to show it.  Not that I am referring to being in need; for I have learned to be content with whatever I have.  I know what it is to have little, and I know what it is to have plenty. In any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of being well-fed and of going hungry, of having plenty and of being in need.  I can do all things through him who strengthens me.

or




1 Timothy 6:11-16 

But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness.  Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which you were called and for which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.  In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you  to keep the commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ,  which he will bring about at the right time--he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords.  It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be honour and eternal dominion. Amen.

Gospel:




Mark 6:1-13

He left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him.  On the sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said, "Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are being done by his hands!  Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?" And they took offence at him.  Then Jesus said to them, "Prophets are not without honour, except in their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own house."  And he could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them.  And he was amazed at their unbelief. Then he went about among the villages teaching.  He called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits.  He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts;  but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics.  He said to them, "Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place.  If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them."  So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent.  They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.

or




Luke 1:57-79 

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son.  Her neighbours and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her.  On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him Zechariah after his father.  But his mother said, "No; he is to be called John."  They said to her, "None of your relatives has this name."  Then they began motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give him.  He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, "His name is John." And all of them were amazed.  Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God.  Fear came over all their neighbours, and all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea.  All who heard them pondered them and said, "What then will this child become?" For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him.  Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy:  "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favourably on his people and redeemed them.  He has raised up a mighty saviour for us in the house of his servant David,  as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,  that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us.  Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and has remembered his holy covenant,  the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.  And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins.  By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace." 

