Ashes to Fire (Revised – First Draft)

The Season of Easter

Introduction
1. The great fifty days should be the greatest, most festive season of the Christian Year and should continue the joy and festivity of Easter Day. These Sundays are not only “the Lord’s Day”, they are the season that is to the rest of the Christian Year what the Lord’s Day is to the week.

2. A study of the scripture readings in the lectionary will reveal a rich variety of themes on which the church reflects in this season. We remember the accounts of Jesus’ appear​ances during the forty days between his resurrection and his ascension and then the ten days of waiting for the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. However, there is far more to the season. It is also the time when passages are read concerning the Holy Spirit and the life of the earliest church as it was empowered by the Spirit.

3. Thus, we are reminded of the presence of the risen, living Christ in our midst through Word and Sacrament and in the lives of his holy people. We are reminded that it is through the work of the Holy Spirit that we are enabled to be in a living relationship with the risen Christ.

4. Pentecost, the Jewish Feast of Weeks, falls seven weeks after Passover. In the Chris​tian tradition, Pentecost is the fiftieth day of Easter and marks the end of the sea​son. It is the concluding climax of the Easter season, the day on which the church celebrates the coming of the Holy Spirit with all God’s gifts and commissioning power. This great occasion should be marked with special gatherings and festivity.

