Christmas Day
The family gathers around the wreath (which is not yet lit). 

As all the candles are lit a member of the family says:

Jesus Christ, the light of the world

Prayer for Christmas Day

Son of God,

True light shining in the darkness,

Born for us in a stable this holy night,

Help us to see your splendour;

May we walk continually 

in the light of your presence 

and live in Eternal Day, 

now and for ever Amen.
Dec. 24 
Matthew 1:18-25

All pray The Lord’s Prayer
Put out the candles when ready
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Advent Wreath 
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For Use at Home

Looking Forward to Christmas

Activities For The Sunday Before Advent:
1. Mixing a Christmas Cake
Get together the ingredients for the Christmas Cake – recipes follow.

Every member of the family can help to stir the mixture and while this is happening, someone can read the Collect for “Stir up Sunday”:

Stir up your people, Lord Jesus, 
that whenever you come to the door and knock 
you may find us awake, 
ready to admit you and serve you, 
our only Lord and Saviour. Amen.
Recipe:


Advent 4
The family gathers around the wreath (which is not yet lit). 

As four candles are lit a member of the family says:

We light this candle and remember with gladness

Christ’s coming into our lives

Prayer for the fourth week of Advent


Come quickly, Lord Jesus,

and stand among us that we may welcome you today

into every part of our lives and serve you joyfully

now and for ever.  Amen.
Fourth Week 
Sunday 
John 3:16-21

Monday 
Luke 1:1-25
Tuesday 
Luke 1:26-38
Wednesday 
Luke 1:39-56
Thursday 
Luke 1:57-66
Friday 

Luke 1:67-80 
Not all fourth week readings are each year.
All pray The Lord’s Prayer
Put out the candles

Advent 3
The family gathers around the wreath (which is not yet lit). 

As three candles are lit a member of the family says:

We light this candle and remember John the Baptist

who prepared the way for the coming of Christ

Prayer for the third week of Advent


Lord Jesus, grant us the courage of John the Baptist.

May we constantly speak the truth 

And be ready to suffer for the truth’s sake,

To the glory of God the Creator. Amen.
Third Week 
Sunday 
Isaiah 9:6-7

Monday 
Isaiah 7:10-14
Tuesday 
Isaiah 11:1-6
Wednesday 
Isaiah 40:10-11
Thursday 
Isaiah 52:7
Friday 

Jeremiah 33:14-16
Saturday 
Malachi 3:1-2 
All pray The Lord’s Prayer
Put out the candles
2. Make an Advent Wreath

This can be made in a number of ways:

a. Obtain a polystyrene ring from a florist and construct wreath as below [image: image3.png]You will need an Oasis Ring (from Florist's shop). Use bottle tops to hold
candles. Stick stiff card strips together as per diagram, with double-sided tape,
and attach to inner plastic ring of Oasis with tabs.

If real holly can't be used, cut out holly shapes from green tissue & make
berries uging red card with a hole-punch.
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b. Make a wreath out of Salt Dough:
Ingredients
4 cups flour
1 cup salt
1-1/2 cups hot water (from tap)
2 teaspoons vegetable oil (optional)

Mix the salt and flour together, then gradually add the water until the dough becomes elastic. (Some recipes call for 2 teaspoons of vegetable oil at this point.) If your mixture turns out too sticky, simply add more flour. If it turns out too crumbly, simply add more water. Knead the dough until it’s a good consistency.
To make your dough green, mix food colouring, or powdered paint into the water before adding it to the dry ingredients. Bake at 200 degrees. Baking times will vary depending on the size and thickness of the object, but make sure that all of it is hard. If the dough starts to darken before cooking is complete, cover with aluminium foil. After cooking sealed on all sides with clear varnish or polyurethane spray.


Advent 1
The family gathers around the wreath (which is not yet lit). 

As one candle is lit a member of the family says:
We light this candle to remind us 

that we wait for Jesus 

the light of the world

Prayer for the first week of Advent:


Almighty God, 

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, 

and put on the armour of light, when your Son, 

Jesus Christ shall come again in his glorious majesty 

to judge both the living and the dead, 

may we rise to the life immortal; 

through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
First Week 
Sunday 
Matthew 25:1-13

Monday 
Isaiah 1:16-18
Tuesday 
Isaiah 60:1-3
Wednesday 
Psalm 43: 3-5
Thursday 
Isaiah 58:6-9
Friday 

1 John 2:8-11
Saturday 
1 John 3:1-2 
All pray The Lord’s Prayer
Put out the candle 

Advent 2
The family gathers around the wreath (which is not yet lit). 

As two candles are lit a member of the family says:

We light this candle and remember that

God sends Jesus to bring us Good News

Prayer for the second week of Advent


Merciful God, 

who sent your messengers the prophets 

to prepare the way of your coming: 

Write in our hearts the lessons of your love, 

that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ 

our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Second Week  Sunday 
Isaiah 40:1-5

Monday 
Revelation 1:7-8
Tuesday 
Matthew 22:41-45
Wednesday 
Hosea 11:3-4
Thursday 
Psalm 130
Friday 

Micah 6:6-8
Saturday 
Jeremiah 14:8-9 
All pray The Lord’s Prayer
Put out the candles
Four candles can be purple (though one may be pink) and the central Christ Candle should be white.  Empty tee light metal bases can make good holders for your candles.  Once constructed cover in greenery of different sorts – Ivy, Holly, etc.








